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A Letter of the Authors to a Gentleman 5*Re9-4 
in London, upon occafion of his ſen- 
ding unto him the followang Diſcourſe. 


SIR, 
He ardent affe&tions I bear to-mv Re- 
f ligion, Prince, and Countrey, have 
| importun'd me (in order to publick Peace) 
to preſent the incloſed Papers to your ju- 
diczous. View, hoping: ybur.. Candor and 
Ingenuity will ſo' far prevail with you, as 
not to rejc&t this bold addreis from an-un- 
known hand. I leaye thena, freely to. your 
peruſal, & «correction alſo ;- 3nd if you cor- 
rect them (as it is ſaid Philoxenus in Plutarch- 
did the Book that was*fent him to amend) 
with one great Blot frons' the beginning to the 
end, I ſhall not be offended wich 7 for 
probably they may _deſcryc it. Bur if you. 
ink them, or any part of them, may 
be uſcful for the publick good, ro commit 
them to the Preſs ; or if not, to the Fire.. L 
Ecir hear of daily what mcan & unworthy, 
yea, ſeditious and wicked Pamphlcts, come 
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abroad to abuſe the Government, to cor- 
cupt and debauch the Nation, and increaſe 
thoſe flames we ought all ſtudiouſly to cn- 
deayour to quench. I hope if mine ſhall 
happen to ſee the light, altho' very mean 
and unworthy, Countrcy-like, will not be 
hurctul co any, and will give offence to none 
bur ſuch as are certainly bad. Ihope I may 
with modeſty ſay thus much of the main 
ſubſtance and matter of the Diſcourſe ; If 
It were (as itis ncthing but ſolid Truth) 
impreſſed upon all our hearts in thisNation, 
it would certajnly nor only make his Sacred 
Maj-ſties Government more cafic and por 
table to him, but this Church. and din 
happy: ' 1 hope, Sir, youll _pmcpog] wok 
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The way of PEACE: 


O R), 


A DISCOURSE 


OF IHE 


Dangerous Principles and Practices 


OF SOME 


Pretended Proteſtants , &C. 


T' is notbing caſts ſo indeleble a blemiſh upon Religion 


(asa late worthy Author hath it) as when the Pro- 

feſſors of it are turbulent, imperſuadable, ungovernable ; 

when that wbich ſhould flrenugthen the bands of the Ma- 
giftrate ſhall weaken them, when that which ſhould eaſe biz care, 
and ſave the labour of bis animaduerſions, ſhall it ſelf awaken and 
raiſe bis jealoufie ; whos that which ſhould enalt bis Laws in the 
very Conſciences of men, ſhall pretend to abrogate or diſpenſe with 
them when men ſhall ſmite the two Tables one againſt the other, aq inquiry in- 
and put other limitations and conditions upon Princes than God tothe cauſe of $ 
bath—— Whercſoever this is done, That Prince or Magiſtrate the preſent ſe= \} 
need be a very devout man indeed, that caſts a benigne aſpef upon __— = A 
that profeſſion which hath ſo malignant an influence upon bis Go- tis 
vernment. And all conſidering mea will with great reaſon doubt, ted, $674. 
whether that Religion be of God, that gives ſuch trouble to bis 
Vicegerent, aud whetber that will carry men to Heaven hereafter, 
that makes Tumnlts, Confufions, and a Hell upon Earth. 
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The more raiſed aud elevated any Religion pretends to be, the 
more it profe(ſeth a contempt of the World, the more it ſpeaks of Pa- 
tience, Contentation, Humility, and the more it glories in the hopes 
of another world, ftill the more borritly abſurd, and contradiftious 
will it be, that they that profeſs it, ſhould give countenance to diſ- 
obedience and diſturbance of Government, Tertullian gives ample 
teſtimony, Apol. C. 37. We want ( (aith he) neither numbers nor 
Leaders, nor ſpirit to enable ws for any attempt, but that we bave 
learned to ſuffer ill, and not to do it 5 to obey and ſubmit, not to 
coutend with our Rulers. And Ammianus Marcellinus a Pagan 
Soldier in Julians Army, gives this ſhort deſcription of the Chriſtian 


Aut bac non eſt- Religion. Nil rift juſtum fuadet & lene. Its faith is compounded 
evangelium,aut of nothing but mildneſs and innocency it makes men juſt and 


n0+ non ſumys 
Chriſtians, 


boneſt ; it fills mens bearts with vertumy principlet — it teacheth 
men not to be troublers of the world, but to go quietly and inoffen- 
ſively through it, with as little noiſe and provocation as is poſſible, 
and fo to arrive at eternal reſt and peace in Heaven, 

Aud as this is the known glory of Chriſtianity in general, ſo it 
was peculiarly of the Engliſh Reformation 3 it was eſtabliſhed or- 
derly by Law, and did not force its way by popular Tumult 
and i pity it's glory afterwards frould be. jtaiucd by the inſolence 
and impatience of thoſe that pretend tot. | | 

It's a great blot in the Writings of Mr. Calvin, that after be had 
diſcourſed rarely well of the power of Princes, and the duty of Sub- 
jedtr, be undoes all again with an unhappy exception is theſe words, 
De privatis hominibus ſemper loquor, s paſſage of that ilLaſpett 
#pon Government; that it is ſuſpeAted by ſome andiot altogether 
withont cauſe, that moft of the C onfuſions of Kingdoms mhith have 
bappened fince, and eſpecially the troubles of theſe Nations, bave 
received encouragement, if not taken riſe from thence : But whether 
that be ſoor no, it is certain tbat it bath furniſht the Papifts with 
a recrimination upon the Proteftant Dofrine. - If it can be ob- 
jeted againſt ns that our Churches ave always infeſted with divi- 

fbous , and the States under which we live, imbroiled in Tronbley, 
we have reaſon to be concerned ; for it cannot be, but either vhe ſeed 
muſt be very bad that brings forth ſmch fruits, or ube ſoyl very cor- 
rupd that makes good ſeed ſo degenerate and whetberſoever of theſe 
two things be concluded on ( as it is certain one muſt. ani botb 
may) we ill conſult, either for our ſetves or onr proftſſion, i by 
our Diviſions , Diſputer, 7 urbulenties, and Diſobediencey, my 

ie. 


— — — — + - ca Bl 5: vw ae. Gs 4. | 


Co e——- — > i 
- — — 


(3) 


the aforeſaid Dilemma inevitable. And all the wit aud conrage 
we (hew in defending our private opinions, and maintaining onr ſe- 
veral parties, when tbe common cauſe and intereſt is by this means 
rendered odious and contemptible, is but like the fooliſh ſolicitude 
of him that ſhall be adorning his private Cabin when the Ship is 
finking. If neither the conſideration of the fin of Schiſm, nor the 

diſhononr to our Religion, by our diviſions, will prevail to nnite wr, 

yet perhaps the apprebenſion of danger may. 1t was obſerved of old, 

that the Conqueſt of this Iflind by the Romans was facilitated by 

the inteftine diviſions of the Inhabitants. Dum finguli pugnant 

univerſi vincuntur. And we have too great cauſe to fear the Reli- 

gious intereſts of this Nation now may be endangered upon the ſame 

point that the Civil were loſt then, I mean, that while we conteſt 

with one another, and with our Rulers about little things , we loſe 

the main, and by the opportunity of our diviſions aud ſub-diviſions, 

a common Exemy break in upox ns. -— — And therefore, unleſs we 

could be ſo fond as to perſuade our ſelves we have no Enemies 3 or ſo 

mad as to think them as ſupine as our ſelves, it muſt be uareaſouable 

preſumption to think our ſelves ſafe in this diſtrafted condition. 

Now further to illuſtrate the dangerous. principles of the 

Presbyterians,, and other Diſſenters from the Church of Exg- 

land, let us confider what King James in the Conference at 

Hampton Court did firſt declare. That of «ll the Tranſlations of 

the Bible into the Engliſh tongae, that of Geneva was the worſt, 

and that the Notes upon it were partial, nntrue, ſeditious, andſa- p,, 1. 164 
vouring too much of dangerous and traiterous conceits, his Majefty I | 
inſtanced in two places,the one it Exod, 1.19. when diſobedience to fions on the * 
Kings is allowed of. The otber, 2 Chron. 15. 16. here Aſa is Church-Hiſtoy 
taxed for depoſing bis Mother, and not killing her ; a Note whereof "Y of B = x 
(asthe Author of the (aid relation ſpeaks) the Scottiſh Presby- * "OY 
terians made ſpecial uſe of, not only depoſing Mary their lawful 
Queen, but perſecuting her openly and nuder hand, till they bed 
taken away her life. Again, the Geneva xotes upon Matth,2.12, - 
promiſe onght not to be kept, where Gods. bonour and ee 5 

bis Truth is bindered, or elſe it ought nat to be broken. Now 
what a wide gap (as the ſaid Author further obſerves) doth this 
opex to the breach of all Promiſes, Oatbs, Covenants, Contrals 
and Agreements not only betwixt man and man, but between 
Kings and their Subjefs 3; what Tumults, Rebellions beve been 
raiſed in all parts of Chriſtendom, in.England, Scotland, Ireland, 
France 
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luſtre of his 
ſaid book, 
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France, the Netherlands, Germany, under colour that Gods ho- 
Hour and the preaching of tht Truth is bindered. If this once paſ; 
for good Doltrine,. 'neithtr the. King,” nor any of bis good Subjedr, 
in wharſoever Realm, can live in ſafety. | 
* And as to dangerous praQtices, it # ſet out by Mr. Fame 
Howe! in theLife of Lewis the 13th.K.of France. There were thiy- 
teen Rebellions that King ſmppreft 3 moſt.if not all by the Presbyte- 
rian Proteſtants of that Kingdom:They being Enemies within doors, 
were made nſe' of by diſcontented Princes upon all occaſions. And 
to teftihe what their principles were, the (aid Hiſtorian farther 
relates the ſpeech of the Duke of Rohay, the Head and Leader 
of them all, to an Aſſembly of the chiefelt of them : Saying, 
Gentlemen, I pray do not ye think that ſince our cauſe is conjoyned 
with that of God, but that I continue as firong 2 zeal and inclina- 
tion as ever towardd.it —— Can we doubt bat 'our defence, though 
lawful, « bring for Religion and liberty of Conſcience For 
althmgh onr Parſons cry out daily in their Chairs, that we ought 
20t to deſpair of Heavenly ſuccour, yet receiving every day proofs of 
the Wrath of the Eternal, there is more appearauce to expeft puxiſy- 
ment for our fins » than miracles for the re eſtabliſhment of our 
aff airs If your wiſdoms find it to purpoſe that it be more expe- 
dient to ſeek onr Conſervation with the exerciſe of onr Religion and 
liberty of Conſciences within the obedience which we owe to our law- 
fal Prince than in Reſiſtance ; which though juſt in it ſelf, is beld 
by the Enemies of our faith mo other than Rebellion and High 
Treaſon. | | 

To: which 'may be added the Teſtimony of the famous 
Gretiws, who faith, If we inquire into the cauſes of the Wars 
which bave ſo long waſted Europe, we hall find the flame to have 
been kindled principally by them that ſhould have been the Preachers 
of Peace. That the Civil Wars of Francc, moſt of them, were raiſed 
by them that ſtile themſelves Miniſters of the Goſpel , needs no 
Sbronger witneſſes than the freſh memory of Kings, Peers, and People, 
together with very many Letters both of the Duke of Bouillon aud 
Pleſlis complaining thereof : And alſo the very Comentaries which 
the Duke of Rohan hath written of the laſt Wars. Tet Texcepe 
Camero,. who was ever of auother mind, and fared much the worſe 
for it 3 "if there were any more like bim, 1 would uot deprive them of 
their die praiſe. We bave ſeen a prodigious thing, Troops and 
Companies muſtered,” Arms and Ammunition gathered under be 
WIR | MHame 
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name of the Reformed Churches ; Whence is this power, from Hea- -o = o_ 
ven or from Earth ? For my part, being one who do not only diſ- os ; 
ſnade Subjets from taking arms, but intreat Kings alſo to make 4 Peace. 
ſparing uſe of their Prerogatives, who think. them to be leſs miſerable 

that are Condemned to the Galleys, than ſuch as are devoted to au 
everlaſting War. And the (aid Author in another place, trea- 

ting of ſome dangerons opinions, (peaketh thus, Some opinions 

there be, that will not permit any State longer to be ſafe than force is 
wanting, Many think that there is every where acertain'Contraft 

or Covenant between God, the King, and the Peop'e upon ſuch terms ; 

that if the King depart from God, the people alſo may deſert the 

King. And the ſaid Author inſtanceth in divers particulars, 

Thoſe firſt, as they imagin depart from God, that acknowledg the 

Popes primacy in the Church ;, for in all reaſon they muſt loſe that 

power which they bave delivered up unto the Beaſt. Thoſe next, 

who attempt any Reconcilement with that Church that co-beres to 

the Roman Church, that is, with the ſynagogue of Satan, as they 

pleaſe to ſpeak. Laſtly, thoſe who retain any of the Rites and Ceve- <2 
monies = in the Roman Church, ſuch as are retained not in 

England only, but in the Northern Kingdom, they are all P2- 
piſtioal, and therefore Idolatrows And the fame Author con- 

cludes thus, Theſe are in truth things ſomewhat ridiculow, but of 

a very ſad conſequence. 

And further ſpeaking of obedience to Governours T in- 
culcate into SubjeAs obedience towards them all according to the 
precept of Chriſt and bis +poftles ; Let them defire the beſt, give 
God thanks for the middle ſort, bear with the worſt for the dofirin 
and example of Chriſt , let them ſuffer even crafty Foxes, ſuch a; 
Herod, crxel Lyons, ſuch as Nero. And when 1 ſpeak of Sub- 
jets, nuder that name I comprebend alſo inferiour Magiſtrater, <3 
who in reſped of the bigheſt power are but Subjcit, ſent by the 
King as $t. Petcr ſaith : I Preach not Evangelium armatum, ax 
armed Goſpel ——- — not Obedience only, but Honour alſn, and 
Reverence are due unto them, even to the froward ; what el(e [ith 
Sophocles, they are Princes : But St. Paul with Apoltolical gra- 
vity, They are Gods Miniſters : And if the doubtful aions, even 
of private men, are according, 10 the rule of Charity ts be interpre- 
ted-on the better part, bor much more of Kings, who are not bound 
to render an account of their ations to any, nor can they ſomtimes ds 
it without peril of the Common-wealth. Allo as a worthy Divine 
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heretofore of the Church of Exgland, ſpeaking of the duty 
of Sabjes, ſaith thus, We mmſt look- #0 onr place, where \God 
hath ſet ws 3 if we be in ſubjeQion to others, their Anthority 
ought to ſway with us neither is it the calling of thoſe that are 
Smbjetis to enquire over-curiouſly into the myſteries of Government, 
for that both in Peace and War, breeds much diſtmrbance , and 
world trouble all defigns. And the late Learned and Judicious 
Door Himond dclivers himſelf thus : Tow may diſcern ((aith 
he) bow far from the praflice and Gofpel of Chriſt are thoſe dofirins 
of Ambitious men, which have male Chriſtian &eligion a ground 
or excuſe of moving and diſquieting of Stater, and ſhaking, if 
not diſſolving of Kingdoms : All that will be uſeful to learn from 
tbence, ſaith that worthy Author, # the Uncbriftianneſs of thoſe 
attions in Subjeds, which are built on ſuch Antichriſtian principles 
a theſe, ſuch are Rebellions, Treaſons, Sedition, attempting the 
Commotion of States on. colour of Religion, I fhall put you in 
mind ef this great Truth, That Chrift and bis Diſciples were of all 
the Doflors Ko ever were in the world, tbe moſt careful to preſerve 
#be doftrin and prafiice of Allegiance, even when Emperors were 
the greateſt oppoſers of the Chriſtian Religion : And if wo mean to 
be accounted followers of them, we muſt go and ds likewiſe. 

In the Primitive times (as LaGantins (peaks) believing mas 
not an excuſe for diſobediexce, or a commutation for « boly life, but 
a foundation of obedience to all the Laws of God and man ; then all 
the profeſſors of Chriſtianity bad one beart and one lip, Defendenda 
Religio eſt, non occidendo, ſed moriendo, non ſ{tvitia, fed 
patientia, non ſcelere fcd fide, illa enim bonorum ſunt; hec 
malorum. Lafantiw his Admonition. And further (asa late 
Auther ſpeaks) It is by Gods ſpecial appointment and deſignation 
that Kings are bis Vicegerents in the world : It is by bis peculiar 
eare and proteftion that their Autbority is preſerved, and that their 
perſons are at any time fenced from the malicions deſigns,or the out- 
ragious violences ofwicked and unreaſonable men.Tbe nature of Ge- 
vernment in the world is ſuch, that it requires a divine wiſdom,and 
an uncontroulable power to ſuſtain it, and to maintain its intereſts. 

To the ſame purpoſe the worthy Grotizs afore-mentioned 
ſpeaks, in his excellent diſcourſe of God and his Providence, 
T bat God permitteth not the effefls of malice to range whither they 
would, but reſtrains them ſo, that Governnant might never be 
overthrown, nor the kr owledg of divine Laws nmiterly extinguiſht. ; 

An 
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And 'tis a known wiſe ſaying of Tacitus (as a late Author 
alſo hath it) Bonos Principes expetere debemus qualeſcunque 
patiz Et quomodo terilitatem, aut nimios imbres, & c#tera 
nature mala, fic luxum & avaritiam dominantium tolerare, 
The world muſt be governed as it may be, not by Angels, 
but by men And there never was any lawful Magiſtrate 
ſo bad, whoſe Laws and Government were not more conducive to the 
preſervation of the common good, than biz oppreſſion was toſubver it. 
And tis wiſe to ſuffer a leſs evil, rather than loſe a greater goed. 

Now how dangerous and deſiruQive the Prerbyterian and 
Paanatick Principles and PraQtices before mentioned are ? 
How f(ubverfive of all Government, Order, and Peace in the 
world? And how contrary to the Do@rin of the true Pro- 
reſtant Church of England, I leave to all wiſe, ſober, and in- 

enious Chriſtians to conſider ? more fit to be abominated and 

etelted, and exploded out of the Chriſtian world, than cheriſh- 
ed and countenanced. What more miſchievous and wicked 
principles in the world than theſe ewo Antichriſtian Dorins? 
Firſt, that nothing ought tobe practiſed in and about the wor- 
ſhip of God, but what we muſt have an expreſs rule or warrant 
for out of the Scriptures. Secondly, that we may do wickedly, 
rebel againſt our lawful Prince, break our Oaths and Promiſes 
for the {ake of Religion. The firſt of which, at one ftroak, 
cuts the throat of all Eccleſaſtical Government, and thereby 
lays waſt the Church. The ſecond turns the world into a 
Shambles, brings in nothing but War, Blood, and Confuſion, 
and thereby lays waſt the State. 

And when we ſhall conlider,as Dr.$tillingfleet hath obſerved, of 


that the Jeſuits furniſhed the Enemies to Epiſcopacy, and the pradiſed in the | 
Church of England, with ſo many Arguments to their hands, Church of ; 
to manage their bad cauſe with ; this way of preceeding makes A9S P-37% * 


men wonder at them and ask the queſtion and ſay, What 
other reaſon can be imagined, why theſe men of ſuch in- 
tolerable and inſolent ſpirits and principles are-mow fo car- 
neſt in proſecution of the Romaniſts, from the worſt of 
whom (viz. the Jcſuits) they take their principles and pra- 
ices z but only this, That certainly they are emulous of 
of having the Papifts to have a hand in doing that, which as 
the cauſe of God, a noble and worthy atchievement, they arc 
reſolved to do themſelves ; that is to ſay, to ruinate and de- 
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ſtroy the once famous and flouriſhing Proteſtant Church of 
Exgland, the Bulwark of the: Preteſiant Religion 3, being re- 
ſolved ſhe ſhall (all by no other hand but theirs, which in the 
end will affuredly prove no other chan the refolution of Sam- 
Jon, to pull that excellent Fabrick down to the ground, al- 
though they themſelves periſhalfo in the ruins thereot, 

As for all ſuch howſoever, who have been in integrity of 
their hearts for r exly ingaged apainſt their lawful P:ince and 
Soveraigy, and the Church of Exgland, upon Religious pxe- 
tenc:s ; that have ſince manifeſted their abhorrence ot (o great 
a Crime (Ft nnllus puder eft ad meliora treuſire) (o they delerve 
fo be reſpeRted by all good Proteliants : But as for ſuch pre- 
tended Proteſtants (for I carinot call all Diflenters from Rome, 
Proteſtants, for then Fohu of Leyden, and his Religiouſly mad 
Crew were ſuch, which I cannot agreeto)) I ſay therefore, as 
for ſuchpretended Proteſtants as ſhall Rill perfiſt in their ſaid 
wicked and deſtruQtive principles and practices, and are ready 
once more to involve theſe Nations of. England, Scotland, and 
Treland in War and Blood, upon the account of Religion : I 
ſhall ſay no more but this, @uos Jupiter vult perdere dementat 
prins. Let them beware, and that whenever they ſhall appear 
in :&ion, -25 they will be then certainly doing the works of 
darkne(s, fo the Prince of darkneſs will aſfuredly be their Ge- 
neral, the innocent Blood of the Martyr'd Charles the Firſt, 
of blefſed memory, will attend them, and the Lord of Hoit® 
will be againtt them, and the iffue muſtneeds be accordingly 
affurcd defiruQtionz for Pertinacie nullum remedium poſuit Dems. 
And they whoſe wickednefſes are winked at for a time, are 
wont to pay dearly for the forbearance of their puniſhment, 
and muſt ſuffer what God ſha!l command, becauſe what; he 
commands they would not do, as Groting (peaks. 

Now dear Country men, Trxth hath a Cognation with the ſoul 
(as one ſpeaks) ſo Lyes and Impoftors are no more able to make 
refiftance againſt the power of Truth breaking forth, then darkyeſs 
is able to diſpute with light. Yea, Truth is the Off-fpring of 
God, and-mother of Peace. Let us from the conſiderations 
aforeſaid be exhorted to- abhor that which is evil, and cleave 
to that which is good : Let us weigh things well in the balance 
of reaſon ; for (hall it be ſaid of us Exglifs-men, that we are the 


| greated Fools or Mad-men in the world 3 that when _— 
| ath 
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hath by our fitaation made us as it were impregnable as a- 
gainlt forreigo Entmics 3 that when they: have: notbeen able 
to hurt us 3 that we have deſtroyed our ſelves by our ungo- 
vernable and tumultuous cempers, by our Diſobediences, Re- 
bellions. and Conterpts of lawful Authority, Is not Order, 
Rule, and Governtment the ſinews of the Univerſe ? Is it, not 
that which upholds Kingdoms and Nations, yea, the whole 
world? And can there be any ſuch thing as Government 
without due, orderly, and peaceable ſubjeRion of Subjes to 
their Prince? the Prince to command according to his Laws, 
and his Subjes to obey. And doubtlel(s the jult Prerogatives 
of the Crown, and the Subjects Liberties are conlifient one 
with another 3 and when there is no incroachments made-on 
either part, the-Prince and People are very happyi Protedio 
trabit ſmbjeFionem, & ſubjeio proteiionem. 

But alaſs ! are we not become Fools or Children in under- 
ſtanding, and are not able to call to mind theaRions of the 
other day? Cannot we call to mind the years Forty-one and 
Forty-two, with the mad and tumultuous proceedings of thoſe 


'times, togethes with the ſad and-doktul effects thereof, what 


then was the conſequence of the loud clamours againſt Popery 
and Prelacy, and of the feditious Petitionings, the faRious 
ſupporting and countenancing of that FaQious and Diſloyal 
Cabal, that Peſt and Plague of the Nation., which in- 
volved us iv War, Blood and Confuſion, till atithelaſt-we had 
loſt our Religion Laws, and-Libertics, and were reduced to'a 
perfe& condition of Slavery, to a company of Red-coats, a 
Mercenary Army, and in that (ad condition muft have lain to 
eternity, had not the Almighty miraculouſly delivered us, by 
the happy Reſtoration of his Gracious Majeſty that now is. 
And- can we now hate the effeRts, and yet:be in loyewith the 


cauſe? And are, we fo void of reaſon, 2s :not to:gonſider that 


now the ſame cauſes will (in all-probability ) prodvce-the like, 
or as bad-effes, eſpecially when there ſeems to be a Tranſmi- 
gration ot ſouls, when the ſame fouls now ſeem tb animate o- 


ther bodies? Or rather that, there are the, like ill ſpirits taiſed | 
and conjured yp fram the; botromle(s pit by ſome Diabolical 


and Schiſmatical Conjurers of our times, who make uſe of. the 


. names of God und.Religion, as charms to that purpoſe. ' Are |. 


wenot yet fenlible that there arc Juglers and Cheats in Reli- 
gion- 
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gion amongus, that the pie fraxder are not only to be found 


at Rome? But-I beſeech you confider, that the power of Trath (as 
one ſpeaks) ir vittorions in ſober men, and will net ſuffer ns tobe 
cheated with falſe ſhews. Oh what Religious and glorious pre- 
tences have been made uſe of in our late times of Contuhton, 
for the effecting the horridett and touleſt fads? And can we be 
ſy ſenſelels nor to perceive that there are ſome among us begin 
the ſame dance again, 'by clamoring againſt Popery and Pre- 
lacy,- and -proſecuting lately Petitions. and thereby (as it may 
be juſtly thought) counting their numbers as formerly ? But 
let all erue-hearted Proteſtants not fear their thouſands or ten 
thouſands, fo logg as they cannot make God of their number. 
And whereas to palliate, if not jnſtife the proceedings of thoſe 
times of Uſlurpation; they would indeavour to make the King 
one of the three Eftates, To ſay no more, they may hnd 
their vain fanfie-and opinion diſowned even by Calvia him- 


ſelf, in his Inſtitutes, who there maketh che Prince diltin& 


from the three Eſtates. 

[ beſeechiyou, dear Country-men, to confider, That true di- 
vine zeal (as one obſerves) 53 19 Coribantich fury, but a calm ani 
regular beat, guided and managed by ligbt and prudence, al- 
ways acknowledging a due ſubordination to that Anthority, Civil 
and Eccleſiaſtical, - Int is over ns, And ſhall we be nevertheleſs 
ſo infatuated and tranſported by our paſſions and humours up- 
onthe diſcovery of a late Popxh Plot, as to be Seditious, Tu- 
multuous, and Wngovernable, and not to be able to recover 
our reaſon again, and conſult ſoberly our own ſafety ? and 
will we not be governed and ruled by our Prince and Gover- 
nour ? Shall we rather like a company of mad men , with 
flambeaux and fire-brands in our hands, et all on fire about 
us? And-may-not-the; Papiſts triumph at our follies;/ and ſay 
among themſebves, what unwiſe people are we to trouble our 
heads with Plots, and loſe our Lives, Liberties, 'and Eſtates, 
when we need run none of theſe hazards, but only fit ſtill and 
have a little patience, and the pretended Proteſtants in Kg- 


'land will do our-work for us; that is to ſay, ruin and deſtroy 
the Church of 'Exgland, the chiefeſt firengeh of the Proteſtant 


Religion ; yea; they wilt ſooner effe@ it themſelves, than we 
can by all our plots and ddfigns 3 For @ Houſe divided ageinft it 


And 
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And how can the Phanatick party in reaſon reproach and 
hate the Papitts for thoſe Crimes and Villanics, of which they 
are ſo groſly guilty themſclves ? For did the Papiſts plot and 
deſign the defiruQtion. of the King and =3hy 4 the Gun- 
powder Plot ? And did not the Presbyterian and the reft of 
the Phanatick party alſo afterward, by Gun-powder and 
Guns, Swords, Piſtols,. and Bullets, and a cruel and wicked 
Rebellion, not only delign, but effe& and accompliſh | the; de- 
ſiru&ion of the King and. State ?; There, was this only diffe- 
rence between them, The Papifts were, always, unproſperqus 
and unſucce(sful in their wickedneſs 3 but the Phanaticks were 
moſt proſperous and ſucceſsful in theirs Now let all impartial 
and ſober men judge, which of theſe two wicked Adverſarics 
is moſt to be feared and provided again(},: cither the wicked 
Papiſt that hath War ns Rs in all atternpts, , or the in- 
duftriouſly ſucceſsful and fortunately wicked Phanatick, 
the firſt being nat a fortieth part of the Natzon 3 and the latter 
(it is much to be feared)bearing the ſame proportian in number 
to true Proteſtants in England, as the Mabumetany bears to the 
Chriftians at Giog ls apa Dp froang of the ane, 
viz. the Papiſts, being fully diſcovered, and t prevented : 
But the _ and (abtil Contrivances © t cotlicr (al ugh 
in malice little inferior to that of the Papiſt) lying ill under 
ground undiſcovered, ſaving what wan manifel Dy the Scottiſh 
Rebellion laſt year. And further, they are leaſt under fuſpition 


of any ſuch deſign of Subverting the Proteſtant C of 
Englend, being Enemies within doors, Pictnde ga of 
It very nearly concerns us Proteſtants. therefore, | I humbly 
conceive, to have a great care, that in avoyding Scy/ls,. we be 
not ſwallowed up in Charybgis. | | 

And one would think that the ſaid Phanaticks, although 
they are ſo Zealouſly bent to the Rigorous proſecution. of the 
Papiſts, upon the account of the late Plot, do not. certainly be- 
lieve there was really. any ſuch Plot, or that the Papiſts were 
carrying on ſuch grand deſigns againſt the Proteſiant Religion : 
For if they did, fſurcly they would not take that as an oppor- 
ty to plot miſchief allo againſt the Proteſtant Intereſt, as the 
Scottiſh Presbyterians did laſt Surmer 3 whg upon diſcovering 
of the (aid Popiſh Plot, moſt wickedly Murdered the langgene, 
an 
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and after broke forth into open Rebellion : For could there 
be ſuch a Rebe1lian, arid yet no Presbyterian Plot in Scotland ? 
And did there not at the [ame time, a Party among us here in 
England, {9 (ympathiſe with'them, as to make loud clamours 
againſt our worthy Biſhops, branding ſome of them as Popiſh, 
yet could not endure to have the Scots ſtyled Rebels, but would 
take their parts ? And therefore may it not be thought that the 
fzid Rebel Scorr had many Presbyterian Friends in England? 
And were they not formerly like Simeon and Levi , or rather 
like Saniſans Foxes, tycd together with fire-brands in their 
tayls ? And in that pofture did they not ſet all the three King- 
doms of England, Scotlend, and Ireland, in ſuch a flame as 
could not in many years be quenched, which was as bad (if 
not worſe ) as the Firing of London? And muſt the Papiſis 
be only guilty, and'theſe innocent, when as great wickedneſs, 
and from as bad principles are ated by the one, as by the 0- 
ther? As if the Phahaticks had a Diſpenſation from the Al- 
mighty to break his Laws, 'and that they might be at once both 
Saints and Devils. Oh horrible ! And ſhall that abſurd and 
wicked Do@rin and Principle ſtill find entertainment in the 
wotld among Chriftians, yea; among the Proteftants; that 
we may do wickedly for Gods cauſe; that - we may dovevil that 
good' may cone 3 as if his honour 'might be advanced by our 
tranſgreſſion of his Laws? Do not theſe men miſerably de- 
bauch and blaſpheme the holy Chriſtian Religion, and make 
it reſemble che Religion of ' Mabomer, that tolerates the de- 
poling and Murdering of their Princts z and' that was born in 
Arms,” and breaths nothing but Arms, and by Artns is propa. 
gated ? And donot their tenents ſcem to be very much tin- 
ured with that wicked Herefie ? That Dominio fundatrer 
in Gratia, that Princes and Magiltrates loſe their dignity b 
great fins, *and 'no- longer ought to be obeyed? Bur doubtleſs 
rheſe cannot be the principles and'pratices of good men, good 
Chriltians, how theh can we give then? that appellation, ex- 
cept we will make our ſelves liable ro that Cuiſc, tor calling 
evil good ? T3. 3: 20. But (ay we what we'will, chefe mult 
be the Gedly patty ; for let them do what they will, they are 
of thehumber of Gods elc& and choſen people, and that they. 
are-fitie' of, betauſe they apprehend that! benefit by faith; 
8 Theſe 
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Theſe in truth arc (ad deluſions, and of the number of thoſe 
opinions, which although they are ridiculous, yet are of a 
very ſad conſequence, as the excellent Grotizs hath obſerved. 
But I would not be miſ-underſtood : 1 ſpeak not this to diſpa- 
rage true Picty and Vertue, which I highly honour and r<ſpett ; 
bud. nothing is more hateful ro me ( and I think to all good 
men) than Ahabs Faſts, when it was for the deſtruction of 
Naboth, for doubtleſs, Sinwlata ſandtitas eft duplex iniquitas, 
They will nevertheleſs ſay of me, that I am of a bittcr per- 
ſecuting ſpirit,and cruel towards thera : But I (hall ſay this for 
my felt, Thoſe that have to do with ſtubborn and inveterate 
maladies, it is cruelty in ſuch to uſe Lenitives, and not Corr - 
frves, To which I may further add (in the words, as I re- 
member of Zxinglins) In aliis manſuetus ero, in blaſphemiis in 
Chriſtum no itz. I dare appeal to the Almighty, that I have 
no ill will againſt their perſons, but only their wicked prin- 
ciples. I think I could be willing to facritice my Life to reſcue 
them all from their ſad deluſions, and my Nation from ruin. 
But however, let them go on to fiyle themſelves the Godly 
party, &c. or what they pleaſe ; this will prove moſt certain, 
That when this Church and Nation is brought to deſolation 
and defiruQtion, they will be as innocent of procuring the 


ſame, as Neyo was of the Firing of Rome, when he actually, 


ſet it on fire. And what is more unjuſt than for fingle as of 
Murder and wickedneſs to be puniſhed with death, and the 
deſtruction of whole Nations to be gloryed in as an honou- 
rable Atchievement and a _ cauſe. But to my pur- 
pole, toperſuade us all, if it be poſſible, to Unity and Peace, I 
ſhall inſert a notable ſtory, I think it is related in Mr. Stows 
Chronicle, as followeth, 


That upon occaſion ofa great Inundation and overflowing » 


of the Country near the Sepern, there was a little Hill com- 
paſſed about by the waters, whither had reſorted for ſafcty, 
many Beaſts of ſeveral kinds and ſeveral natures, as Horſes, 
Cows, Sheep, Foxes, &c. who being all incompaſſed with a 
common danger, laid alide, or rather forgot their Antipathies, 
and abode there quietly together, not any one offering to prey 
upon, or moleſt the other > and when the waters were gone, 
ſo parted in peace, May we not, dear Country-men, hence 

C ltearn 
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learn of Brutes? And ſhall we not by reaſon do what they did 
only by inſtin@, and out of apprehenſion of danger 35-thar-is ro 
lay, lay afide our Prejudices, Paſſions , and Animofitics, in 
rendency to ſecure our (elves from danger. I fay again: It 
our dilaffeRed parties did really believe there were {uch a horxid 
and dcftructive Plot , would they not follow the common 
dictates of reaſon, and ingeniouſly contels and ſay, Alas! we 
now (ceby experience that our fad diviſions have incouraged 
our Enemies to Plot the ruin of all Protcltantsz but we will 
for peace and (afcty ſake, now lay atide our Animoſities and 
fiubborn- wills, we will come to Church, Baptize our Chil- 
dren, receive the Sacrament, and Conform in all things to 
our Mother the Church of England, at leaſt as far as we can, 
Laws we know muſt not ſubmit to us, but we to them 3 we 
will-do any thing that is required of us, if it be not as clearly 


' and plainly. forbidden by Gods Word , as- our obedience is 


there clearly and fully enjoyned, we are willing to do almoſt 
any thing for the ſecuring the Proteſtant intereſ} ; We-now ſee 
our Adverſarics arc Vigilant and Induſtrious for to procure our 
deſtruction ;, but we will be as Vigilant and Induftrious for our 
Union and Preſervation. But alas, all thenoiſe of the horrid- 
neſs of the late Plot, hath net awakened us to take one ſober 
and wile ſiop towards the ſecuring the Proteſtant Cauſe, but 
like men in the water ready to be drowned, who lay about 
them for life, being filled with the apprehenſrons of danger, 
yet take not one wile ſtroak to {wim or Tave their lives, but all 
their ations tend ro haften their defiruQtion and ruin. Juſt 
thus it is with us. / | . | 

It is true, there are a ſort of people that are mighty zealous 
for proſecuting Papills, the innocent as Well as the nocent, 
and thereby to enrage and exaſperate them more agtinſt us. 
And will ſcarce ſuffer our wiſe Governours to take ſobty and 
juſt meaſares in that grand Aﬀair. But in the mean time take 
no thought for Union among Proteſtants; m' which-confifts 
principally our ſatety, which is juR as if « Captain of a Ship 
being ingaged in a Sca Fight, who is very eager to aſſault and 
wiſchiet his Enemy, yet-takes no care to ſuppreſs the Mutinies 
in kis Ship, or to ſtop her Leaks; And who ſees not the ſpeedy 
fatal cod of his Valour : It is Enemies within doors that by 
the 


(15) 
the univerſal ſuffrage of mankind are always accounted worſe 
than thoſe without, bixe the lacbryme ! 

And may we not be tully convinced by experience of the ſad 
Conſequence of unſound and wicked DoQrines and Principles, 
efpecially mceting with Men of aQtive Spirits, which makes 
them induſiriouſly wicked : happy were it, if it might be faid 
of them, Operoſe nibil agunt, but of theſe men it mult be truly 


faid, Operoſe multxm mali agunt, But as a worthy Proteſtant Dr. Stvs, 31 bs 
Divine heretofore taught in our Church, If we defire aſſurance G 


of Chris Love, get a chaſt Fudgment, free from Error, Hereſie 
and Scbiſm —— Chrift is wonderful jealous of our Judgments — 
IWhoſoever is corrupt in Faith is corrupt in Obedience in that degree, 
evil Opinions breed evil Life. To which I may add that ſaying 
Animus eger ſemper erret, And Ex wo abſurdo dato , conſe- 
qunntur mille. Now although in other reſpe&s they may be 
accounted ſober men, yet it may be ſaid truly of them, Quid 
prodeft vinum non bibere & ira inebrieri ? And do not theſe men 
place the main, if not the all,of their Religion in endleſs (crupu- 
lolities about indifferent things, negle@ing in the mean time 
the more weighty things of Chriſtianity ? Is it not incorporated 
into the very Principles of theſe mens Piety and Religion, to 
be always murmuring and clamoring again(t Government and 
Governours both in Church and State,to be creating and raiſing 
jealouſies and fears in the hearts of the People againſt their 
Prince,to aggravate his perſonal failings, when there is any; to 
be dividing, (cparating and rending the Church and State into 
pieces? And alas! to da thus wickedly is the way now adays 
to be accounted a godly Man, a good Chriſtian, 8 good Pro- 
teſtant. And thoſe that are good and ſound Proteſtants, that 
love their Prince, make Conſcience of obſerving the good Laws, 
Ovders.and Conſtitutions of both Church and State, they are 
reputed and repreſented preſently as Papitts, or popiſhly affe- 
Red, Et fi ſatis off accuſare,quis innocens ? although by this im- 
putation, how highly do they tacitely and by Conſequence, 


commend the Papiſts whom they ſo hate and perſecute. And * 


except in our forſaking Rome, we will run along with them 
to Muafler, we muſt of-neceffity be all Papiſts, although they 
cannot but acknowledge, that is medio confiftit virtzs. May it 
not therefore in —— that if it were poſſible -4 
2 rai 
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raiſe Cranmer, Ridley and Latimer, and the reſt of the famous 
Martyrs out of their aſhes, and that they were converſant 
BL among us as heretofore, that aſſuredly they would be cricd 
out on for Papiſts, by theſe pretended Proteſtants of our 
times, and as ſuch be put to a ſecond Perſecution and Mar- 
tyrdom allo, eſpecially if they ſhould take a Journy into Scot- 
land, And what can this tend to in the end ? Indecd as 
formerly, fo ſtill, do theſe men conſult that wicked Rule or 
Maxim, AudaGier calumniare, ſemper aliquid herebit. And here 
it may not I think be impertinent to mention a paſſage of the 
T1 the we before mentioned Hiſtorian, Mr. Fames Howel (peaking of a 
Lewls 59t 13- fearful Combuſtion and Revolt of Catalonia from the Spaniard, * 
occaſioned much by the preaching Friers and Monks, whence 
= faith he, This Aphoriſm may be colleQed, That the beſt In- 
ts flruments being miſapplied ds greateſt miſcbief, and prove moſt 
dangerous, And as of the feeeteft Wines is made the ſharpcſt 
a> \ Vinegar, ſo Church men who by their boly Fundton, aud white 
Robes of Innocence ſhould be the ſweeteſt of all Profeſſtons, who 
ſoould breath notbing but Peace, _ Allegeance and Love, 
if they miſapply their Talent, and abaudon themſelves to the Spirit 
of Fattion, they become the bittereſt euemies, the moſt corroding 
emkers, and worſt vipers in any Commonwealth, and moſt pey- 
nicious to the Prince, in regard bat they having the ſway over the 
Conſcience , which is the Rudder that ficers the allions, words and 
tboughts of the rational Creatmre, they tranſport and ſnatch it away 
whither they will ; making the Beaſt with many beads conceive 

according to the Colour of thoſe Rods they uſe to caſt before them, 
Let us, I beſeech you, dear Country»men, call co mind 
former things and learn wiſdom. How hath this poor Nation 
{uffered many times heretofore by our inteſtine broils, as the 
Records of former times will inform us, And will we not 
fluffer the experience of theſe things to infirut us, are we 
reſolved not to conſider ? Doth not Wiſdom and Prudence 
dire& us not to look only at the furface or firſt appearance of 
things, but to view and confider them in their truc and natural 
Conſequences, according to that ſaying, Quicquid. agar priu- 
denter agas & rveſpice finem ? When we arc in @ Storm, is it 
time. then to be murmuring and mutining againfi our Pilot ? 
Have we any reaſon to ſulpe& his wiſdom. or. faithfulneſs ? 
| may 
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may we not in all reaſon preſume 'that he that is at the heli 
bc underftands the condition of his Ship both its courſe and 
working, and therctore beſt knows how to ſteer her ? And 
can we be ſo maliciouſly abſurd as to imagin that our excellent 
Prince and Pilot hath not a very great and intenſe Care for the 
ſafety of that Veſſel in which he himfelt is embark'd 2 Will 
not Ceſar take ſpecial Care of the (ccurity- of the Ship that 
carries Ceſar and all his fortunes, Ceſar and all his Subjects ? 
Can it be otherwiſe, but that the intereſt of the King and his 
Subje&ts mult be both one and the ſame? And for ever let 
them be accurſed, may I fay, that go about to divide them. 
Is not the King and his Subje&s as Hippocrates his Twins, 
that mourn or rejoice together ? When did ever diffidence 
and diſtruſt, fears and jealouties in SubjeRs of their Prince 
make them happy ? Fears and jealouſies in the People muſt 
needs cauſe fears and jealoulics in their Prince, and his fears 
increaſe theirs, and fo run round in this diabolical and diſmal 
circle without end. to the ruin of both. And when was this 
Nation ever more bappy than in Queen Elizabeth's Reign, 
when there was fo great aff:Gtion in her People towards her, 
and confidence in her good Government, that there was no 
place left for fears and jealouſies;although as Sir Robert Naunton 
obſerves in his Fragments Regalia, ſhe left more Debts unpaid 
taken up on the credit of ber Privy Seals, than ber Progenitors did 
or could have taken wp in an bundred yeays before ber. Yet (faith 
he) we are naturally prone to appland the times bebind ns, and to 
vilifie the preſent. It is certain when ber Parliaments mes, they 
never did capitulate or prefer their private concerns to the publick, 
viz. the Dneens _— » but waited their times, and in the 
firft place gave their ſupplier, and according to the exigency of btr 
affairs, yet failed not as: laſt #0 obtein mhatthry:defbed 

the Queen aud ber Partiaments had ever the geod Forvhilt' 0 depart 
in Love; aud on reciprocal terms, altboxgh afternards' intber $ue- 
ceſſers Reign that happineſs did not continue; by reaſon of ſome 
few popular diſcontented perſons, ſuch (. as with tht fellow that 
hnrnt the Temple as Ephelus) mwanid. be tathed of: fon #he 
doing of| mifebigfe (Thus (peaks the ſajgh Awnhor:: 1Anddoube- 
t:Compliance (wyithrthe Prince! thac 
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a Vw 


}'/d that * 


-  —— 


I { 18 ) 
\ 

| there were (may I Gay } none other to give their Votcs at 
ElcRion of Parliament-men now in our times, then was in 
cen Elizabetbs Reign 3 that is to ſay, none but good and 
found Protefiants, who. had a zeal for their Mother , the 
Church of England, then we might expeR the ſame good a- 
greement in that great and illufirious Aſſembly as She mee 
with z but when there is ſo many men of deſperate (editious 
and Phanatick ſpirits, bitter Enemies to the Church of- Exg- 
land, that give their Voices at EleQions, and uſe ſo many arts 
to put by Worthy men, I humbly conceive fo great good can 
hardly be expeRed, with any conſtancy or continuance at leaſt, 
Naw as Cicera (peaks, 'Nulla res vebementins Rempublicam cou+ 
tines, \quam fides. So 1 may (ay, it there was but afteRion to- 
4 wards, and contidence .in our gracious Soveraign, and his 
wiſe Conduct : And it isa true laying, Di diligit Legem di- 
ligit Regem : If we that are SubjeAs, would love and honour 
our Prince (as I am fure-weought in duty to do.) our Gra» 
cious Prince could not but caſt a favourable Alſpe& upon his 
loving SubjeQs, and what could there then follow but a con- 
tinual interchanging of affeQtions with each other; that blefled 
circulation of love and kindneſs, like the circulation of the 
blood in thenatural body : And what blefſcd fruits and effects 
| might we enjay from this excellent Athletick and healthy tem- 
1; per of qur body politick? Apd there would be no fears and 
\ot$ jealoaſies of the meeting and Aſſembling of Parliaments, and 
q no necd of preſenting one Petition for their ſitting. But doubt- 
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oF — Jle(s, it is @ leſſer evil not to meet, than to meet and not ac- 
by. cord, And thercfore dear Friends and Country-men , me» 
| thinks when Religion, Laws, Allegiance, our own Peace and 
Safety, calls aloud to this duty of Love, how can we withſiand 
| it? Diſoxder and Confuſion alfo is ſo greatan cvil, and Go- 
'* vernment {© abſolutely neceflary to the fubliſtence of the world, 

| and inels. of man-kind,. avd difiurbance and ſubverſion 
'Y thereof fo hateful to me upon any pretence whatſoever : That 
1 if I were fatisfied that my Religion did enjoyn or allow of 
\ _ any. fuck doQtirs and praices, I ſhould for that very cauſe 

| | forthwithxcnounce. my Chriſtianity, it being: impoſſible for 
lf | ſuch a Religionto procced from God, : - 1 - - + 


1 | Oh! 
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Oh! How can but pitty Ceſar? What a vaſt burden now 
lies upon his ſhoulders ? He had need be an Atlus tolultcin it. 
How have we his SubjeRs, vile Wretches, taken a ſurfer al- 
zxcady of our peace and ptenty,- under his mild. and gentle Go- 
vernment ? Have we had any caule juily to complain thereof ? 
Have we not ſat under ovr own Vines, and cat the fruit of our 
own Fig, tices in peace and (afety ? Hath not Religion and 
Property been (ecured to us ? Whole Ox hath he taken ? Whom 
of the meancſt of his SubjeRs hath he opprefied or injuzed ? 
And theretore what can hinder our happinels, if- we will our 
ſclves? And (hall we ſuffer our own phanties to raiſe chymera's 
and deluſions , fears and jealoufies, and. then torment our 
ſclves with them? Will we be offended with our Gracious 
Prince, becauſe he is but a mat? However (lamfure) he is 
Pater Patrie , the common Father of his People. I beleech 
you therefbre (if it be but for ſharne)): let us (hew oo) ſelves xe- 
lated to Shem and -Fapher; and (vt tobe bf the Off ſpring of 
curſed Cham. And it we apprehend any faulcs to happen in 
Government or Governours, are we competent Judges in the 
caſe Fi When as Dr. Stilling fleet oblerves in his Origines Sacre, 
That a falſthovd | may: frtqutntly ſeem (truer: to common un - 
derſtandiags than truth-it ſelf, -- And, doubtleſs this _is-acver 
more true, than in matters of Government. And-if there be 
any fault in Governours, are we that are governed faultleſs our 


ſelves ? And are not the miſcarriages of Governours very often | 


ordered and diſpoſed. by God-asa icourge, procured by the fins 
ofthe prople (if our Bibles ſpeak true) and when that; there- 
fore hall bappen to us; . it may (I think) in reaſon, yerymuch 
filence our complaints. vl an 


If Proroguing of Parliaments bean offence to'us; is that any 


new ot ſtrange thing under the Sun ? Hath itnot been often 
done, even in:tranquil- and peaccable-times, and by tht wiſck 
of Princes? :Anid although it muſt be.acknowledged that Par- 
liamems are: an ;txcellent 1conſiitutiong and-of.extellons; ute, 
when they are not tainted: by Prejudices,” Animolities; and 
FaGion, and do not degenerate tom their right ads and uſe, 
may they not bereputed as the Phyſick to the: body politick; 
and {if ſo made uſe of, and: not as its-:conflant food )-/berof 
greut \benefit-.and alvantige to the'Nation; —— 
I. | inſert 


2 Sam. 4- 1; 


(20) 
inſert the words of one of the greateſiStates-men that the world 
ever had 3 the Cardinal de Richelieu, to the Aﬀembly of the 
Notables in France, in the time of Lewis the Thirteenth ; he 


ſpeaks thus, The Sick ſometimes dye by too many Remedies, as 


well as none at all. I ambonnd to tell you by the by, that to re- 
eftabliſh this Nation or State in its firſt ſplendor, there's no need of 
many Ordinances, but real executions, few words and many deeds 
will teſtifie both the good intentions and judgments of them whereof 
ſhe is compoſed. But though Parliaments are an excellent Con- 
ſtirut3on, are they not like other ſublunary things , ſubje& to 
corruption and abuſe, and we know Optima vitiata ſunt peſſima. 
The beſt things when corrupted, prove the worſt, which I 
think our own experience hath not long ſince, taught us in 
CharaQers of blood : For ita General Council may err, can a 
Parliament be infallible. And what hath happened to chat 
excellent Conſtitution, may it not happen again ? But here by 
the by it may be obſerved, That it is not ſo much a Parliament 
is deſired by ſome among us, as ſuch a Parliament as might 
ſerve their deſigns 3 for thoſe very perſons, ſome of them that 
not long. fince were altogether for diflolving of Parlia- 
ments, viz- that bleſſed healing Parliament firſt called after his 
Majeſtics Reſtoration, are now the principal fiicklers for a 
Parliament. | 

In the next place, ifthe decay of our Trade be an offence to 
us, may it not be juſtly thought that our own fears, our own 
difiraQtions are the greateſt cauſe thereof : And then do we de- 
ſerve tobe pityed, that ſuffer when we may cure our own ma- 


ladies? Let us confide and acquieſce in the wiſe condud of our 


excellent Prince, and his wile Council, and be ſatisfied, and 


our Trade will retarn. 
What ſhaWI Gay? We in this Nation are a maſs of Confu- 


; fion;, how miſerably divided in our minds, unanimous in no- 
/ thing but in murmuring and complaining. Yet God who is 
truth ir ſelf, is one, -and unity, certainly is the fruit and conſe. 
quent of verity. Now what a firong Argument do we turniſh 


our Adverſaries the Romanifts with againfi us, when they ſhall 
argue and ſay unto us, Where is that verity you ſo much boaſt 
of; when there is no unity but diſcord, ſtrife, and enmity a- 
mong'you. And as St. Fames ſpeaks 3 If ye bave bitter envy- 

{17 ing 
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- ing and ſtrife in your bearts, glory not, and lie not againſt the 
truth; this wiſdom deſcendetb not from above, but is earthly , ſen+ Jam. 14.15. 1 


ſual, devilliſh. 

What ſhould I ſay ? What mortal can pleaſe us ? What mor- 
tal Prince is able to govern us? How readily diſpoſed and 
bent are many among us, if it were poſſible, to be pulling down 
as formerly what is cltabliſhed by Law? And yet alas ! If ever . 
God ſhould ſuffer ſuch a great and fcartul judgment again to 
fall upon us, and that we ſhould be able to lay all things waſt 
as heretofore 3 will we not (as heretofore ) be like the Builders 
of Babel, Confoundcd, although not in our language, yet in 
our differcnt ends and deligns, and never be able to agree what 
to eſtabliſh. I may further add, How is it poſhble for God 
Almighty himſelf to pleaſe that people, of whom ſome will 
have fair weather, and ſome foul, at one and the ſame time and 
place ? Is it not juſt thus with us? What one faction or party 
would have, the other nauſcats and loaths. And what can 
our gracious Soveraign do with us; and yet what ſhowers of 
murmurings, clamours, bitter inveives and reproaches have 
our Governors ſuffered patiently ? But let us conſider, God 
is not in the ſtorms, earth-quakes, and flames of murmuring 
and rebellious Subjects, but in the (mall ill voice of humility 
and obedience : All Murmurers and Rebels are and ever were 
the Children of Pride; and we know God reliſteth the proud, 
but vouchſafeth his grace and blefling only to the humble. 
How contrary are theſe things to our Allegiance to our Sove- 
raign Lord ? Our Law faith, Ligeantis eſt vinculum fidei, lige- 
antia eff legis eſſentia It 1s the bond of our faichfulne(s, the 
very-efſence ot the Law. And again, Ligeantia Domino Regi 
debita eſt Lex. Itis the Law due to our | nar Lord the 
King. 

And it is worthy our obſervation, what hath uſually been 
the diſmal cftcts of Rebellion and defeRion from a lawful 
Prince. In that great detection of the ten Tribes from the 
Houſe of David, God did not vouchſafe them after it ſo much 
as one good King to govern them, they were all ſtark naught, 
and at laſt were carried away Captive, «nd totally deſtroyed, 
there remaining no memory of them at this day. Yea, to omit 
other inftances, hath not our own late experience alſo taught 
us the ſame, after our wicked Rebellion againſt our Jawful 
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Prince, and” imbrewing- our hands in his Innocent blood ? 
How did God Plague us by our own diviſions and confuſgons, 
and raiſcd up a crucl Tyrant, Cromwel, to rule over us with a 
rod of Iron, and at once to cut the throat of our Religion, Laws, 
and Libertics, and wade our very Nobles to ſtoop and lackquay 
after his Major Generals, and reduced us all into a Pg con- 
dition of ſJavery. And can we forget this fad Calamity we fo 
lately (uffercd ? 

How hath he, whoſe Perſon and Authority ought to have 
been Sacred among us, ſuffered from his Subje&s, not to be 
mentioned without abhorrence ? Thoſe that are unfit to go- 
vern, yet will not be governed. So that I may ſay, what hath 
been ſpared to his Sacred Majcſty but his Crown ? what bold 
daring Pctitions cf late promoted, and ſome preſented to his 
Royal Hand, contrary to his expreſs Royal will and pleaſure , 
which have ſignified no more but to Ikt him know, that the 
Petitioners were diſſatisfied in his Majcſties Wiſdom and Fi- 
delity 3 that they better knew how to direc and guide State- 
affairs than himſelf. Have we not by our unworthy carriage 
towards him, as heretofore towards his Royal Father, given. 
credit to that bitter InveRive againft our Nation, that Rex 
Anglie eft Rex demonum. Arc we not aſhamed at theſe things, 
to be thus increakang our Princes burden of Government, vex- 
ing and torturing. his Royal heart > How monſtrouſly abſurd 
are we herein? We all pretend to be very tender of his Majeſty, 
to be mightily concerned for his ſafety, and cry out Fizat Rex, 
let the King live; and ſeem to be much incenſed againſt the 
Papiſts, becauſe in their late Plot they deſigned his dettruQtion; 
and yet we are increafing the burden he undergoes by our dif. 
contents, murmurings, and complainings,our untzaQable, un. 
governable tempers 3 as if we had amind to take the work and 
delign of the Papilts out of their hands; for can theſe horrid 
aQions be the way to prolong his days ? But it is my hopes, 
and I think I have reaſon to induce me to believe, that the late 
ſhakings of the Royal Oak, will caulc it to take deeper root, and. 


_ thereby ſtand the ſtronger. 


When I conſider the ſtate of things and perſons among; us at 
prclent, I am xeady to be filled with horrour, and cannot but 
deeply reſent his Saczxed Majeiies condition, the only ſupport 
of wy hopes is him, by whom Kicgs Reign; When 1 os 
inc 


(23) 
the innumerable train of Atheiſts, not only thoſe in praQtce, 
but the bold daring profeſſed Atheiſtical ſpirits, the ſmoak of 
the bottomleſs pit, the reproach of human nature : Who dare 
be ſo wickedly abſurd, as to contradid the univerſal ſenſe of all 
man-kind from the beginning of the world until this day, and 
ſay they were all fools but themſelves 3 who daily make it their 
ſport and paſtime todrol and jeſt at all Religion, blaſpheme and 
defie that God by whom they (ubſiſt, and oliz: and adore on- 
ly themſelves, who own no other rule to walk by, but their in- 
terelt, their pleaſure, profit, and honour. Now what good 
Subjects theſe are like to prove, I leave to all wiſe and fober 
perſons to conſider ? He that only for his intereft will be Loyal, 
when it is his intereſt and advantage will be a Rebel : He that 
defies and blaſphemes his God, can he honour and reſpe& his 
Prince ? Can he that is guilty of Dei-cidixm be offended with 
Regis- cidium, eſpecially when it ſhall be for his preſent ſecular 
advantage. Animus meminiſſe borret | 

And on the other hand, when I recolle& the numerous 
Troops of Phanaticks and diſaffe&cd of all forts, where a man 
may ſooner find (according to Samſons Riddle) hony in a rot- | 
ten carcaſe, than Loyalty to their Prince, further than what 
tends to advance the intereſt of their ſeveral parties 3 for accor- 
ding to the Standard of the Covenant, they will be true and 
faichful to their Prince, but with this limitation and reſtrii- 
on, In defence of the Proteſtant Religion, and the Liberties of 
the Subje& : So that whenever they are diſpoſed to entertain 
fears and jealouſics of their lawful Soveraign, and cry out Po- 
pery and Tyranny ; and take the confidence to ſay their Prince 
favours Papilts, and intends to introduce an Arbitrary Govern- 
ment; as that party falſly and wickedly fuggeſtcd againſt 
Charles the Firſt, of blcfled memory, then alas all their Loyalty 
paſſeth away as the morning dew. 

Where ſhall I after this ſearch, find good and loyal Subj: Rs, 
that will ſtick to their Prince in time of need? Even all the 
good and found Proteſtants of the Church of England, even ſo 
many, and no more good Chriſtians may be reckoned true and 
loyal SubjeRts. For he that is a true Son of the Church of Eng- 
{and, a true Proteſtant, will ſay, be my Prince what he will (if 
God ſo pleaſe to permit it) ſo long as he is my lawful Sove- 
raign, I dare not perjure my felf, and forſake my Allegiance + 
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Matth.22.2x, muſt bejuſt and loyal, I muſt give Ceſar his dub; I muſt Cacri- 


; ' Rom. 13.2, 


fice my life at his command, in his detencez Imbſt not, I daic 
not rcfiſt in any caſe, for they that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves 
damnation , Et mori noa metuo (ed, damnari metuo. It a 
Prince hath ajuſtand undoubted legal Title to a Crown by the 
Laws of God and Nature, and the Fundamental Conſtitutions 
of the Kingdom, 1 would willingly know by whit Law hecan 
be deprived thereof? For can any powcr on Earth nullihe or 
wake void the Laws of God, and make-that juſt, which God 
Almighty, the great Law-giver hath made unjuſt. Ts it not cre 
of the maxims of cur Laws of England, That where contrary 
Laws come in queſtion, mans Laws mult give place to Gods 
Laws. And further, how far our Oaths of Allegiance bind us 
i© our Prirce and his Heirs, and lawtul Succcfiors, we are tobe 
informicd thercof by c ur Prince, and preſent Governer, and his 
Council. For as the excellent Gretizs (peaks concerning the 
force and obligation of an Oath, whereby Subj<s are obliged 
to the Magiſtrates, I concerve (faith he) the Interpretation belong s 
to States-men and Lawyirs, not to I ivines, This is unqueltiona- 
bly true, we mult not do or conſent to any linful at toſaveour 
{clres from. the greateſt ſufferings 3 and 1 would have any one 
to ſhew me any picce of Chriſiianity to juſtitie me in doing 0- 
therwiſe. If I were ſure that the next lawful and undoubted 
Heir to my preſcnt Prinee and Governour were of another Re- 
ligion, diffcring from mine; and knew ccrtainly that he would 
perſecute me, nay burn me for an Herctick, I am bound in Con- 
{cience, neverthcle(s, and muſt of ncc«flity own and be faithful 
to his intereſt ard juſt right; for to be diſloyal,unuſt, toperjure 
my (elf knowingly, and with deliberation, would be affured 
damnation to me ; But to run the utmoſt hazard, to keep a 
good Conſcience, and to ſuffer I'er{ecution, to loſe - my life for 
the beſt Religion in the world (tor ſuch mine muſt be to me) 
would be the greateſt comfort, happinels, and glory that I am 
capable of in this life. 

May I now alſo wiſh all health and happinefsto that great 
and populous City ot London, of which I am an unworthy 
Member ; and may humbly repreſent theſe few things to her 
worthy Citizens, their ſerious conſideration, That they would 
not be forgerful of thoſe late heavy Divine Vilitations, the 
dreadful Pcliilencez and miore cſpecially that horrid Confla- 
gration, 
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gration, um 
doubtleſs therf&was.much of Gods hand 2 For that hand needs 
muſt be direed by more than au ordinary Providence, that 
(hall with a pair of Dice throw Siz-Cinque a hundred times to- 
gether, Mayl alſo preſent before them, that .nunquam proſpere 
ſuceedunt res bumane nbi negliguntur Divine : As allo what a 
Heathcn obſerved, ; | 


—— Sic 7"; pars ſacris, 
a1 


Peritura Trojs perdidit primum Deor. 


Fd 

They loſt their Gods before they loſt their City Troy. And if 
Heathens eſteemed it an Intamy not to be pious, what a ſhame 
will it be it Chriſtians thipk not ſo alſo. Next therefore to 
their piety towards God, maylI recommend that which is inle- 
parable to it, Loyalty to their Prince 3 as alſo: the preſervation 

of the order and good Government of their City, under that 

prudent and worthy Perſon that now Governs them; in all 

which undoubtedly conliſts their ſafety, ſplendor, & proſperity. 

And that as they are very vigilant to prevent Firing their 

«Houſes, ſo more eſpecially that they would have a care of ſuch 
wicked perſons, as by falſe rumors of firing of Houſes, and the 

like, drive on (it is much to be feared.) a deſign to fill the 

peoples minds with fears and diſcontent, thereby to inflame 

them into Sedition and Rebellion ; which if.it ſhould ever take 

effe&, might prove the dreadfuleſt and 'moſi fatal fire that ever 

befel that City. I make no doubt of the care therefore of all 

thoſe that are concerned in her preſervation, as to prevent 

burning of their Houſes, ſo more eſpecially of ſuch miſguided 

Zealots that dildain ſuch pedling wickedneſs of ſetting lingle 

Houſes on fire; but are moſt intently bent to the firing of 

wholc Kingdoms, and that with the greateſt vigour and indu- 

ſiry poſſible, as the cauſe of God,. and advancement of his ho- 

nour, and of the Kingdom and Scepter of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 

to bind their King in Chains, and Nobles in Fetters of Iron 

and dare be ſo ridiculouſly impudent to keep Falts, and then 

beg of God to proſper the tranſgreflion of his Laws. And alas! 

how many thouſands of theſe Fire-ball; are ta be found both in 

City and Country, and very little conſideration had of the dan- 

ger of them 3 although by the experience of the whole world, 

-” they 
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they have been ever found fatal to the Citys ghd Countrys 
where they have proſpered and prevailed. therefore it 
hath been ſaid truly, That ſome mens Prophaneſs and Debau- 
cheries may be with leſs danger tolerated by the Magiſtrate , 
than fome mens Religion, the very principles whereof arc ma- 
ny times ſubvertive of all Government, Order, and Peace. And 
thoſe Subje&s who will not be ſatished without a general to- 
leratioff of all Religions (although it hath been found by expe- 
rience that ſuch perſons will not give (when they have power) 
that to others which they now crave.) If their Prince and Go- 
vergour comply with their defires, I humbly conceive it will 
oblige him to have a good ftanding Army tokeep them at 
peace among, themſelves, and to ſupport his Government, and 
preſerve himſelf in ſafety 3 for every SeQtary will take the Bible 
into his hand, and as readily will interpret it, as read it, and 
ſay, here is the Infallible rule, and I have the ſpirit to interpret 
it : And the conſequence is, They make their own fancies and 
conceits as the Ofacles of God,cither in oppofition opg towards 
another, or againſt their lawful Prince and Governour. Some- 
thing to this purpoſe the worthy Grotixs ſpeaks, Some Prote-. 
ftants ſay, they arg led by the publickautbority of the ſpirit, in bi 
word common to all Chriſtians, As much was ſaid by Socinus, 
Brown, and ſo many others. See into what perplexities the bearers 
minds are on every fide involved. Here ( ſaith every Seq) is the 
Word of God pure and ſincere, according to the ſenſe of the boly ſpi- 
rit : They know not whither to turn themſelves, but mnſt abide there 
where their Birth or Education, or hope of profit and preferment 
bath plsced them, aud applaud their own men, ſpeaking lond and 
confident : Could any one free men ont of this Labyrinth, were 
not a bappy work, and worthy of all acceptation ? Which queſtion 
he elſewhere reſolves thus, Conſuetnds perernm Chriſtianorum eft 
optima Scripturarum interpres. The cuſtom or praQice of the 
Antient Chriltians is the beft Interpreter of the Scriptures. For 
as the ſaid Author further adds, 7 hoſe Primitive Chriftians beſt 
underſtood the ſenſe and meaning of the Scriptures, and did beſt 
prattice the Chriftian Dodrin contained in the Scriptures. For 
doubtleſs, if we will ſearch for the Chridtian verity in its great- 
eſt luftre and purity, we mult have recourſe to the purct ſtreams 
flowing, nearefi to the fountain, even the Primitive times. But 
how can'we but groſly miſtake, it we will wrelt "x 
crip- 
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4 NE in'contradiQipn eo9t. Peter, Ab 7 2.17. 
\ EE (pirits guidance tq,ourtig;s, hich 

were intendeÞfor thoſe hirft times of the Goſpel. 4 
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al ſhall conclude my diſcourſe with an cxaenr id wh + 
\ caution given to Proteliants by. a Learned Divyite >> oor 
Church of Exgland, which delcrves to be imprinted upon al Fo 
our minds that wiſh well co the Proteſtant intercRh, walel(s in 
J. there be a due and timely regard. had to the commandy 0] bt. 
".. . Amtborityin indifferent #bings,andyo order j; R an Þ 
os Churelf: It may be eaſily foreſeen that the - wh 
[ - Rendom will at length be brought firſt to he « on | FI 
to infinite ſes and diviſions, and then to utter ruifig wa —_ 
Now dear Country-men, what can I do more.,.but bewail Fa 
$.4-* anylament our follies, 2 3furdit? IN Le contuſi 1005 gQlsShow, Pp. 
Kr Eoicat need have we of an Amphien With his Lug avs.) 4 Ya 
| »» + Charmipg mclody to mollihe and TIS» wo. Y,0Av. ” 
| hearts ? or rather of the great Heyoſtez he dag - bf 
> tfdrcal jm) that tunes the whole world, 0 put ii uns, SS 2.0 
togeduceu us tqt uſe of our reaſon again, dir fu; us fo | 
= Iogether i in unity and peacc ? Oh Phat we' were wiſe; tia 
\ » would conſi ger 3 and th t.we mjghtgow . 1_g-ths, ne 
. *p,. things belonging to cneind, and that they might not dar a 
WY From our eyes. And' Rev all our Prayers, that. wemay b 
% 
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freed from all Pxjde, Error, Pich.dice, and Partiglity,'and un- 
derſiand and obey the truth tht af thegreat day 
-\- when we (hall gl! be called to giwe an acc t of our deport... vx 
0? rgent inthis weak and imperfc liztexwyea! 1] may. be YR, - aa 
*.- "in*he e nurgber of them who hivedeſpiſed Dominions"(Prak:, "LIEL 
) © * Fildi Dignitics, But ct thoſe: whoſe lives have been av{wer- . 
- abletothe holy Chriſtian Religion, whictris pure and peace le. , 
4.. That which once moved Creſws higdumb _- to ſpeak, When , -« * *w. 
. higEnemieswere abdut to kill him ( gion td my Reſi- I _ 
V2 gion, Prince, anguntry as > this ng = -\* 
4 \ L unworthy y, 10 tendcncy to quench thoſe ex fear . Di; 
' are Breaking forth'among us. Agt Regus, dSbe&ad- 2 Y..—6 + 
viſta, for if we perſiſt in ourtwickednels, thevery, lienes ib | 
—Sreets ſhortly will (it is to Drfeared ) cry*vut SE 


us, to gur contuſion amt'de(trudtion; ran 
ep -wF > rvFron NE T3 ee 
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